[

=

I‘“

lL.f {
N\

#

e

5

GHMPO Bicycle and
—— Pedestrian Plan

[r——
|
I~
|

——————p Introduction

1. Introduction
1.1 Background

Residents and leaders in Hall County have consistently acted to maintain and enhance
the quality of life for its residents and employees. This is evidenced by the excellent
park system, the local public transportation system, the Rock Creek Greenway,
improvements to the Gainesville square, and ongoing sidewalk and street
improvements. During the recent completion of the Gainesville-Hall County
Metropolitan Planning Organization’s (GHMPO’s) first long-range transportation plan,
study participants identified the need and desire for walking and bicycling facilities
throughout the county." In response, the GHMPO initiated a bicycle and pedestrian
study for the entire county.

The GHMPO Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan is a result of this effort. The plan includes an
overall vision as well as specific projects/actions and supporting policies for the
development of a countywide pedestrian and bicycle system. The plan was developed
in 2005 by the GHMPO with staff participation and community input from Hall
County; the cities of Gainesville, Oakwood, Flowery Branch, Lula, Clermont, and
Gillsville; the Georgia Department of Transportation; and the Georgia Mountains
Regional Development Center. Technical assistance was provided by ARCADIS and
The Jaeger Company.

1.2 Study Purpose

Hall County is a rapidly growing and changing area. Some bicycle and pedestrian
facilities exist in Hall County, with others proposed or planned. However, Hall County
does not have a comprehensive inventory or plan for bicycle and pedestrian facilities
nor does it have any documents clarifying the growing demand for such facilities
countywide. The GHMPO Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan identifies a comprehensive
network of bicycle and pedestrian facilities designed to serve growing demand, with
supporting policies, programs, and projects, as well as specific design standards and
actions for implementation.

'Hall County was designated as a Metropolitan Planning Organization in 2003.
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The specific goals of the bicycle and pedestrian study were to:

«  Identify a comprehensive system of bicycle/pedestrian facilities to serve a variety
of users.

. Integrate a bicycle/pedestrian network with the GHMPQO’s plans for state and
federally funded transportation projects.

v Identify design standards that provide for consistent and safe design of facilities.
v Identify when projects will be implemented and how they will be funded.

. Base goals and objectives for future bicycle and pedestrian mobility on a
comprehensive public involvement program.

This document summarizes the study process, data, methodologies, community
participation, agency coordination, bicycle and pedestrian networks, design standards,
costs, and implementation priorities. This plan is accompanied by a summary report
that provides an easy-to-understand overview of the study.

1.3 Study Scope and Process

The study scope included both technical and non-technical analyses. The technical
analysis concentrated on identifying and analyzing existing conditions that influence
pedestrian or bicycle travel, including pedestrian and bicycle facilities, socioeconomic
conditions, policies/programs, existing and proposed land use patterns, the existing and
proposed transportation network, and organizations. The non-technical analysis
concentrated on engaging the community in identifying issues and opportunities,
developing goals and objectives, and selecting and prioritizing projects, programs, and
policies for implementation. To engage the community during the development of the
GHMPO Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, an innovative public involvement program (PIP)
tailored specifically for the GHMPO was created. The PIP, which is described in
Appendix A, included a variety of tasks designed to encourage feedback and
participation from the larger community. The project process is shown to the right.
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1.4 Plan Components
The GHMPO Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan includes the following components:

«  Section 2 — Existing Conditions: Includes an overview of existing conditions and
the identification of community issues, opportunities, and needs.

+ Section 3 — Project and Strategy Identification: Includes goals and objectives,
design standards, and applicable policies and programs.

+ Section 4 — Plan Implementation: Includes a list of recommended projects,
policies, and programs with supporting funding strategies, regional coordination,
and plan monitoring.
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