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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
 
The Georgia Department of Transportation, Whitfield County, and Da lton have 
partnered in  conducting a study of the transportation  network  in the City of 
Dalton and Whitfield County.   This transportation study addresses all of the 
modes of transportation, including  highways, airport, bike and pedestrian 
facilities, railro ads, and transit.    Phase I of this study identified existing 
deficiencies and projected the transportation  needs through 2025 based upon the 
future land use plan.  The results of this study will assist Georgia DOT, Whitfield 
County, the City of Dalton, and the new Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO) in implement ing multimodal transportation solutions.   
 
During Phase II, t he Multimodal  Transportation Study identif ied a prioritized list 
of transportation improvements to address deficiencies identified  in Phase I.  The 
types of transportation improvements include: highways, airport access, bike and 
pedestrian facilities, railroads, and transit to the year 2025.  
 
The study developed a multimodal transportation plan addressing existing 
transportation need s and a framework to deal with future growth and changing 
transportation needs and demands.  An Advisory Group of approximately 25  
local citizens met two (2) times during Phase I of this study and completed a 
Needs Assessment for the entire County.  At the outset, the Advisory Group 
outlined their Goals and Objectives for this study.   
 

Goals and Objectives  
1. Address safety concerns with the existing transportation system.  
2. Address accessibility/connectivity for all modes of transportation.  
3. Consider land use when developing the transportation plan.  
4. Provide more alternate transportation modes: highways, airport, bike and 

pedestrian facilities, railroads, and transit.  
5. Establish a funding plan to implement identified improvements.   
6. Improve circumferential flow fo r all modes of the transportation in the 

county. 
7. Address local and regional roadway east-west roadway needs to improve 

traffic operations.  
8. Address north-south roadway needs throughout the county to improve 

traffic operations.  
 
The Advisory Group provided valuable information and feedback during the 
analysis of current and future multimodal transportation conditions.   
 
The study process consisted of six (6) distinct phases: 
 

 Data Collection 

 Evaluating existing multimodal transportation conditions  
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 Calculating future traffic projections  

 Evaluating future multimodal transportation conditions  

 Develop multimodal alternatives  

 Recommend improvements 
 
Data was collected from Georgia DOT, North Georgia Regional Development 
Center (NGRDC), Georgia Clearinghouse, and the U.S. Census.  This data was 
reviewed and summarized during the data collection phase of the study. 
 
This data was used in the evaluation of existing and future multimodal 
transportation conditions presented in this Phase I report.  Today, there are 
approximately 66 miles of roads in Whitfield C ounty operating over capacity. 
Even with the Departmentôs comprehensive Construction Work P rogram of the 
scheduled and planned roadway improvements, the lane mileage of deficient 
road segments is projected to grow. By 2025, approximately 128 miles of roads 
are projected to be operating over capacity, an increase of 62 miles. Population 
growth  is projected to increase to 16 percent by 2010.  At this rate, the population 
could grow by 30 percent from 2000 to 2025, and  based upon significant  
increases in residential development in the future land use plan,  future traffic 
volumes will strain several major arterials in the county.    
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I NTRODUCTION  
 
In  the fall of 2002, Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) commenced 
the multimo dal transportation study for  Whitfield County and the City of Dalton.  
 
The Study is comprised 0f  two phases: Phase I ï Evaluation of Existing and 
Future Conditions and Phase II ï Transportation System Improvements.  

Study  Purpose  

The purpose of Phase I of this study is to evaluate existing and future needs in the 
county, which will be used to identify potential multimodal transportation 
improvements through the year 2025  in Phase II.  The improvements identified 
during Phase II of this study will  be the foundation for the long -range 
transportation plan.  The long -range plan will identify improvements that 
compliment or assist in achieving state and local objectives for the movement of 
people, goods, and services, economic development, and an impro ved quality of 
life.   In addition, characteristics of the areaôs land use are also reviewed to 
determine potential shifts in future traffic patterns.   
 
There are several reasons for an area like Whitfield County to undertake the 
preparation of a multimoda l study.  The report will provide the context and the 
basis for establishing key transportation investment decisions.   The plan 
addresses alternative ways of meeting future  transportation ne eds based upon 
Whitfield Countyôs future land use plan. 
 

Study Ar ea 
Whitfield County is located in north Georgia, 25 miles south of Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, 90 miles north of Atlanta .  There are four municipalities in Whitfield 
County.  The largest is Dalton, the county seat. Dalton is known as the "Carpet 
Capital of the Worldò.  The other three municipalities are Cohutta, Tunnel Hill, 
and Varnell. Dalton is the gateway to the 150-mile Chieftain's Trail which traces 
the path of the Cherokee Indian sites located in northwest Georgia. Tunnel Hill is 
named for the Western & Atlantic Railroad Tunnel which was cut through the 
Chatoogeta Mountain and terminated at the site of the city.  The 2000 population 
of Whitfield County  was 83,535 and the City of Dalton  had a population of 
27,912.  Whitfield County covers 290 square miles and the greatest distance 
between boundaries is approximately 26 miles.  Figure 1, on the next page depicts 
the study area. 
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Figure 1:  Study Area  ï Whitfield County  
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Whitfield County has over 1,000 miles of public roads in its transportation system, as 
shown in Figure 1.  The extensive motor freight shipping and worker commuting 
patterns in the area make continued maintenance and updating of the road system 
important to the area's economic development.  Local public works departments have 
the principal res ponsibility for identifying needed transportation projects on an annual 
basis and seeking funding from local, state, and federal sources.  The Special Purpose 
Local Option Sales Tax option has also been successfully utilized in the past to fund 
major impro vements such as construction of the Bypass around Dalton, and adding 
lanes to State Route 71, US 41, and Abutment Road from Walnut Avenue to the South 
Bypass. 

 

Advisory Group  
Through consultation with Georgia DOT and local officials, a 30 member 
Advisory Group consisting of representatives from Whitfield County was 
organized.   Their participation throughout Phase I of the study provided valuable 
information, guidance, and feedback.   
 
The Advisory Group served as the core group responsible for overall direction 
and guidance in the development of the study.  The Advisory Group met two (2) 
times during Phase I and one time during Phase II.  The Advisory Group assisted 
in evaluating:  
 

 Goals and objectives 

 Existing conditions and associated problem areas 

 Future conditions and associated problem areas 
 
During Phase II, the Advisory Group assisted in:  

 Thoroughfare Plan Development along with bicycle and pedestrian, 
paratransit, and airport improvements.  

 Project development and cost estimates 

 Draft Plan  

Identified Community Issues  

In an effort to identify issues that are important to the local community, input 
was solicited in three ways.  First, the Advisory Group provided valuable 
information on the current and future needs in the county.  Second, an open 
house was held on January 23, 2003.  This forum provided an opportunity for all 
citizens to be educated on the study process, analysis and results.  Lastly, several 
local officials provided their input and guidance during Phase I of this study.  
 
During the first A dvisory Group Meeting a Needs Assessment was completed for 
Whitfield County .  The following questions were asked to the Advisory Group, 
and their responses follow.   
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What issues should be addressed In the Whitfield County 
Transportation Plan?  
 
Mobility  
 
     People  

 Pedestrian signalization upgrades  in downtown Dalton.  

 SR 201/ west of SR 3/ US 41 ï emergency response is an issue in this area. 

 Sidewalks/ pedestrian access ï improve the connectivity of the sidewalk 
system 

 Bus service ï analyze future fixed route transit service in downtown 
Dalton.  

 Bicycle paths ï provide bicycle routes in downtown Dalton.  

 Intersection geometry  ï improve the turning radii at intersections in 
downtown Dalton.  

 Hiking trail  ï connect hiking trails to bicycle and pedestrian paths. 

 Greater connectivity between roads/ arterials  
 
     Goods  

 Intersection geometry ï improve the turning radii at intersections in 
downtown Dalton.  

 Rutting/ maintenance  ï numerous roadways have deteriorated due to the 
large number of trucks. 

 Truck volumes high on all roads in the study area. 

 There are several roadways in the County that have a truck (bus)/ rail 
connections that should be improved- Abutment  road/ Industrial Blvd ./ 
South Hamilton  Road/ McFarland Road/ Five Springs Road-truck  

 
Freight  

 There are presently no railroad grade separations north of Waugh Street in 
downtown Dalton.  

 The heaviest railroad  tonnage is on a single track for Norfolk  Southern, 
which traverses through downtown Dalton.  

 The CSX/ Norfolk  Southern railroad crossing impacts traffic  in downtown 
Dalton.  

 Widen overhead railroad grade bridges and provide more railroad grade 
separations to improve traffic flow at heavily traveled roadways.  

 
Modes  

 Airport - needs longer runway (500ô extension approved) 

 MAG- LEV Rail 

 Multi -modal hub 
 
Safety  

 Provide more streetlights  
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 Railroad crossing  improvements ï Waring  Road/Freeport  Road /Brock  
Road 

 Street name consistency needs to be improved for rapid emergency 
personnel response. 

 
 
What are the transportation constraints in Whitfield County?  
 

 Mountaino us terrain  

 CSX/ Norfolk  Southern Railroad at-grade crossings 

 Endangered Species/ Critical habitat 

 Conasuga River  

 Funding  limitations at the federal, state and local levels. 

 Signals on main arterials that are not coordinated.  

 I -75 

 Historical district  

 Greenspace 

 Civil War  historical areas 

 Wetlands 

 School buses 
 
What are the core transportation issues in the City of Dalton?  
 

 Waugh Street & Moice Road has a sight distance problem 

 Industrial Blvd. & S outh Dixie Highway has signalization  and sight 
distance probl ems.   

 Foster Road & South Dixie Highway has signalization and geometry 
problems. 

 Haig Mill Road congestion 

 North Dalton Bypass congestion 

 SR 71 Corridor congestion to Dawnville Road. 

 Protected left turns  and exclusive left turn lanes need to be provided at key 
intersection through0ut downtown Dalton.  

 Coordinated signals on SR 52/Walnut Avenue to reduce traffic congestion 
on this major arterial.  

 Holiday Dr ive & Walnut  Street congestion 

 Tibbs Road & Holiday Drive  congestion 

 Need additional interchanges w ith  I -75 

 Need a alternate North/South Corridor  in the county 

 Glenwood Avenue to Legion Road needs exclusive left turn lanes due to 
the high turning volume s 

 Cleveland Highway (SR 71)/North Dalton  Bypass ï most congested area in 
Dalton 

 Walnut Avenue (SR 52) is extremely congested 

 Springdale Road/ Legion Drive improve access to Cleveland Plant 81 
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 Warning Road/ Cleveland Road improve access to Plant 6 

 Brickyard  Road/ South Dixie Highway  - congestion 

 South Hamilton  Road/ Brickyard Road - congestion 
 
What are the co re transportation issues in Whitfield County?  
 

 SR 286 and SR 52 Chatsworth Highway intersection congestion  

 Mitchell Bridge to N orth Dalton  Bypass congestion 

 Dawnville  Road and Underwood Road congestion continues to worsen at 
development increases in these areas. 

 Realignment of Reed Road due to geometric problems.  Reed Road could 
serve as an alternate north/south corridor if the roadway was improved.   

 No transportation grid  system is provided in  the county- most of the 
roadways empty into the Bypass. 

 Airpo rt Road has minor congestion issues near the SR 52/Chatsworth 
Highway intersection.  

 Lafayette Road and Houston Valley  has geometrical problems and needs 
to be realigned 

 The Haig Mill and SR 71/Clevland Highway intersection is currently offset 
and this int ersection should be realigned 

 Beaverdale Road is congestion and it should be widened in the future  

 SR 201 congestion between Tunnel Hill and Varnell  

Goals and Objectives  
To assess the appropriate multimodal transportation improvements for Whitfield 
County, it is imperative to document and evaluate future improvements based 
upon the goals and objectives outlined by local stakeholders.  During the first 
Advisory Group meeting, the goals and objectives were outlined for this 
multimodal transportation study.  
 

1. Address safety concerns with the existing transportation system.  
2. Address accessibility/connectivity for all modes of transportation.  
3. Consider land use when developing the transportation plan. 
4. Provide more alternate transportation modes: highways, airport, bike and 

pedestrian facilities, railroads, and transit.  
5. Establish a funding plan to implement identified improvements.   
6. Improve circumferential flow for all modes of the transportation in the 

county. 
7. Address local and regional roadway east-west roadway needs to improve 

traffic operations.  
8. Address north-south roadway needs throughout the county to improve 

traffic operations.  
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Study Process  

The study process consisted of six (6) distinct phases: 
 

 Data Collection 

 Evaluating existing multimodal transportation c onditions  

 Calculating future traffic projections  

 Evaluating future multimodal transportation conditions  

 Develop multimodal alternatives  

 Recommend improvements 
 
Data was collected from GEORGIA DOT, North Georgia Regional Development 
Center (NGRDC), Georgia Clearinghouse, and the U.S. Census.  This data was 
reviewed and summarized during the data collection phase of the study, which 
included:  
 

 Daily traffic volumes  

 Truck percentages 

 Roadway Characteristics 

 Existing and Future Land Use 

 Bridge Reports 

 Rural Paratransit (5311) statistics 

 Current bicycle network  

 Railroad accident data 

 Accident records 

 Previously Planned transportation improvements ï Georgia DOT 
Construction Work Program (CWP)  

 Previous Studies 
 

Planning Context  
Following the US Census 2000, the City of Dalton crossed the standardized 
metropolitan statistical area  threshold  and as a result became an urbanized area.   
An urbanized area is defined as a ñdensely settled territory that contains 50,000 
or more peopleò.  The Dalton urbanized area population is recorded at 57,666 
people in 2000.  Daltonôs urbanized area encompasses the City of Dalton as well 
as areas outside the city limits in Whitfield County, including Tunnel Hill and 
developments along Cleveland Highway.   
 
As a result of urban designation, the following items will need to be created: 
 

 Establishment of a Metropolitan Planning Organization  (MPO) to develop 
and manage the areaôs transportation planning efforts.  The MPO would be 
comprised of representatives of the local governments, transit and 
transportation agencies, as well as members of the public. 
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 Development of a Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) which includes 
projections of population, development, traffic and potential funding 
sources for a 25 year time frame, presenting a prior itized list of needed 
multi -modal transportation projects . 

 

 Preparation of a Transportation Improvement Program  (TIP) which 
identifies a three (3) year program of improvements, with funding sources 
identified.  As part of the efforts to develop the TIP, MPOs must provide 
opportunities for the public  to comment on the proposed program of 
projects, including tran sit users and private providers. 

 
This study will provide  the newly created MPO with the foundation for the long 
range transportation plan along with  identified projects for the Transportation 
Improvement Program.  
 
The North Georgia Regional Development Center (NGRDC) recently completed 
an update of the comprehensive land use plan.  This was the basis for future 
traffic projections.  Figures 2 and 3 on the next two pages illustrate  the current 
and future land use plan for Whitfield County .  A comparison of the maps reveals 
that the major differe nce is the increase in land area for single-family residential 
development (yellow).  Additional discussion on  the traffic projection 
methodology is described in detail on page 45. 
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Figure 2: Whitfield County  Land  Use  ï 2000  

 
 

 
Source: Whitfield County and Cities Joint Comprehensive Plan Update 2000-2020 
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  Figure 3: Whitfield County Land  Use  Plan ï 2020  

            
Source: Whitfield County and Cities Joint Comprehensive Plan Update 2000-2020 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS  

Census 2000  

Whitfield County experienced its most rapid period of population growth in the 1940s 
and 1960s, increasing by almost a third each of those decades.  During the 1970s growth 
slowed to 19.4% and during the 1980s to 10.2%, a trend generally in line with growth in 
carpet manufacturing employment.  During the period of 1940 -1980, Whitfieldôs growth 
outstripped both state and national growth. Since 1980, Whitfield County has grown 
slower than the state but faster than the nation. Figures from the 2000 Census show a 
15.3% increase over the decade in Whitfield compared to 26.4% for Georgia and 13.1% 
for the nation. 1  Table 1 below reveals Whitfield Countyôs population from 1990 through 
the 2010 Census projection. 
 

Table 1: Whitfield County Populatio n: 1980 ï 2000, 2010 Estimate  
 

Year  Population  
Percent 
Change  

1980  65,775   

1990  72,462  10.2%  

2000  83,525  15.3% 

2010 Est.  97,203  16.4%  
Source: 2000 Census  

 
Whitfield County  and, more specifically the City of Dalton , have a large Hispanic and 
Latino population.  The 2000 Census reported that there were 18,419 Hispanic or 
Latinos living in Whitfield County, which represents 22 .1% of the total population of 
the County.   The 2000 Census reported that there were 11,219 (40%) 
Hispanics/Latinos living in Dalton, which had a total population of 27,912.  Figure 4 
on the next page shows the Hispanic population of Whitfield County by Census Tract 
and the largest Hispanic percentages are concentrated within the city limits of 
Dalton .  Figure 5 on page 17 shows that the largest African American percentages are 
concentrated in downtown Dalton .  Based on the 2000 Census, there is a large 
Hispanic population in Censu s Tracts 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, which are mostly contained 
in the city limits of Dalton.  A large African American population is evident in Census 
Tracts 9 and 13, which are also located in downtown Dalton.  This information will 
be used in Phase II of the study to identify multimodal transportation alternatives 
that can best serve both population groups.   
 
 
 
 
 

                                                   
1
 Whitfield County and Cities Joint Comprehensive Plan Update 2000-2020 
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Figure 4: Hispanic Population in Whitfield County by Census Tract  

 

 



Whitfield County/ City of Dalton Multimodal Transportation Study  

 

 
 

 
 19 

 
Figure 5 : African American  Population in Whitfield County by Census Tract  
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Figure 6 : Journey to Work ï Whitfield County ï 1990  
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Figure 7: Journey to Work ï Whitfield County ï 2000  
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Between 1990 and 2000 the percentage of people working in Whitfield County 
decreased by 3.35%; the percentage of people working outside Georgia increased by 
1.04%; and the percentage of people working outside of Whitfield County increased 
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by 2.41%.  Whitfield County  enjoys a strong relationship between those living and 
workin g within the County because nearly 87 percent living in the Whitfield County 
work in the County .  While the actual percentage decreased during the last ten years, 
Whitfield County provides a strong employment sector that not only employs local 
county residents but they attract workers from surrounding counties.   
 
Table 2 below shows the journey to work data for counties contiguous to Whitfield 
County. 
 

Table 2: Journey to Work ï Contiguous Counties  

County  
Worked in  

Whitfield County  
Percent Worked in  
Whitfield County  

Catoosa 2,618  13.2% 

Walker 1,515 5.8% 

Gordon 1,569 9.2% 

Murray  4,942 38.4% 

Bradley (TN)  2,157 5.2% 

Mapping Data  

Mapping data has been obtained or created during the data collection phase of this 
study.  These mapping themes have been rectified to a common mapping projection 
so that they may be displayed together using ARC View.  The mapping shapefiles and 
their sources include: 
 

 Base roadway network ï GIS Clearinghouse 

 Airports ï GIS Clearinghouse 

 Utility lines ï GIS Clearinghouse 

 Railroads ï GIS Clearinghouse 

 County and Municipality Boundaries ï GIS Clearinghouse 

 Census Block boundaries - GIS Clearinghouse 

 Water Boundaries - GIS Clearinghouse 

 Bike routes ï GDOT 

 Sidewalk network ï GDOT 

 Construction Work Program ï GDOT 

 Traffic volumes ï GDOT 

 Number of Lanes ï GDOT 

 Traffic signals ï GDOT 

 Accident data ï GDOT 

 At-grade railroad crossings ï GDOT 

 Existing land use ï North Georgia RDC 

 Future land use ï North Georgia RDC 

 Population ï U.S. Census 
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Land Use  

The existing travel patterns are a function of the locations and intensity of existing 
land uses and the existing transportation system.  Existing land uses are illustrated 
in Figure 2 on page 13.  As shown, commercial, industrial, and manufacturing uses 
are located primarily within Dalton and Tunnel Hill.  Comm ercial land use is 
primarily located along SR 71/Cleveland Highway, SR 52 near I-75, SR 
52/Chatsworth Highway, and the I -75/SR 3 Connector.  The majority of land use is 
currently agriculture with pockets of single family residential scattered throughout 
the county.  The existing land uses illustrate Dalton as the current center for 
provision of shopping and services within the County.   

Existing Transportation Facilities  

A wide variety of data was collected during Phase I of this study.  The existing 
transportation system in Whitfield County includes a network of roads and 
sidewalks, two rail lines, two state bicycle routes, a 5311 rural paratransit program, 
and a general aviation airport.  This important information was used to evaluate the 
existing and future multimodal conditions in Whitfield County and the City of 
Dalton.   

Highway System 

The roadway network, comprised of a system of arterials, collectors, and local 
streets, is the backbone of Whitfield Countyôs transportation system.   
 

 The North Dalton  Bypass ï US 76/US 41 ï and the South Dalton Bypass ï SR 
3 Connector provide a multi -lane circumferential route north, east and south 
of Dalton.  Due to the mountainous terrain , the bypass does not extend west 
of I -75.  There are several State Routes that traverse the county: 

 SR 71/Cleveland Highway begins at the North Dalton Bypass and extends 
north to the Tennessee state line. 

 SR 201 enters Whitfield County on the east at the Walker County line, 
extends through Tunnel Hill , and terminates in Varnell at SR 2. 

 SR 2 enters Whitfield County on the east at the Catoosa County line and 
extends through Varnell and into Murray County.  

 SR 3/US 41 enters Whitfield County on the south at the Gordon County line 
and extends north to the South Dalton Bypass/SR 3 Connector.  SR 3/US 41 
then traverses north through Tunnel Hill and into Catoosa County.  Prior to 
the South Bypass construction, SR 3 extended on South Dixie Highway 
through downtown Dalton.  

 SR 52/Walnut Ave  begins at I-75 and extends east-west through Dalton.  

 SR 52/US 76/Chatworth Highway extends east-west through Dalton into 
Murray County.  

 SR 286 begins at SR 52/US 76 in Dalton and extends north-south into 
Murray County.   
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Existing 2001 traffic volumes were used to analyze the roadways in the study 
area.  The existing traffic volumes  were derived from traffic count locations 
maintained by Georgia DOT.  These volumes were used to compute the existing 
conditions of the roadways in the study area.  The Road Characteristics File (RC 
File) was used in examining: 

 

 Number of travel lanes 

 Truck percentage 

 Roadway operations 

 Presence of turn lanes 

 Type of control devices 

 Approximate pavement width  

 Presence of sidewalks 

 Parking availability  
 
Field observations and consultation with the Advisory Group were used to verify 
the RC file data accuracy.  The existing land use provided by NGRDC provided 
the conditions for the primary developed areas in and around Whitfield County.   
 
Figure 8 illustrates the  multi -lane roadways in the county.  I-75 and portions of 
SR 52 provide six travel lanes.  Some of the major four -lane arterials in the 
county include:  
 

 Dalton Bypass  

 SR 52/Walnut Avenue 

 SR 52/US 76 Chatsworth Highway 

 Waugh Street/Martin Luther King Blvd.  

 SR 71/Cleveland Highway 

 SR 3/US 41 ï between I-75 and 

 Glenwood Avenue 

 Abutment Road 
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Figure 8: Number of Travel Lanes  
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The existing 2001 traffic volumes in Whitfield County , depicted in Figures 9 and 
10, reveals the average annual daily traffic (AADT) throughout the county.  Most 
of the four-lane roadway mentioned previously have an AADT between 10,000 
and 25,000.  However, sections of the North Dalton Bypass, SR 71/Cleveland 
Highway, SR 52/Walnut Avenue/ Chatsworth Highway, and SR 3/US 41 have a 
current AADT between 25,000 and 50,000.  

 
Figure 9: 2001 Daily Traffic Volumes ï W hitfield County  
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Figure 10 : 2001 Daily Traffic Volumes ï City of Dalton  
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Histor ic traffic counts provided by Georgia DOT were reviewed to determine traffic 
trends within the study area, particularly the rate of traffic growth or  shifts on major 
corridor s.  The base year of 1986 was chosen given the distribution of  available count 
data. As shown in Table 3, dramatic traffic increases have occurred on several major 
roadways throughout the county during the previous fifteen  years. The annual 
compounded growth rates explain much of the congestion along key roadways 
during this same period.   
 

Table 3 : 15 Year  Historical Growth Rates on Major Corridors  
 

 
Roadway  

15 year Growth Rate  
1986 -2001  

I -75 3.2 to 6.4 

SR 52/Walnut Ave.  2.2 to 4.4 

SR 52/Chatsworth High way  1.6 to 4.10 

SR 3/US 41 ï 1-75 to Catoosa County  1.6 to 3.7 

SR 3/US 41 ï Gordon County to SDB  3.3 to 6.8 

North Dalton Bypass  6.5 to 11.0 

South Dalton Bypass  7.7 

SR 201  3.4 to 4.9 

SR 286  2.3 to 4.1 

SR 2 1.8 to 6.9 

SR 71 1.1 to 5.6 

Glenwood Avenu e 2.2 to 3.7 

Thornton Avenue  2.6 to 2.7 

Dawnville Road  1.2 to 2.2 

Beaverdale Road  2.7 to 4.1 

Chattanooga Road  0.8 to 5.4 

Tibbs Road  4.1 

Waugh Street  1.7 to 3.0 

 
Airport Facilities  
The nearest commercial air carrier (jet) service to Whitfield County is in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee. The City of Dalton owns and operates a municipal airport 
that has a 5,000-foot runway with a full parallel taxiway.  The airport can 
accommodate aircraft up to the size of a Gulfstream IV.  There are 28 hangars and 
four corpor ate/multiple use hangars at the airport that provide space for the storage 
of the two jets, four turbo prop twins, eight piston twins, and 40 single engine 
aircraft currently based at the airport.  

Approved projects for the airport include:  

 eight (8) new hangars with 1500 feet of new taxiway 

 a 500-foot extension of the current runway and parallel taxiway  

 a glide slope transmitter.  The glide slope transmitter will upgrade the airport 
to a full Instrument Landing System (ILS), which will reduce the landing 
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minimums to 200 feet, which in turn allows aircraft to land at most times of 
the day.   

 

The improvements to the airport will allow it to better serve the carpet industry and 
attract other industries to northwest Georgia.   Figure 11 shows a map and relevant 
data for the Dalton Municipal Airport.  
 

Figure 1 1: City of Dalton Municipal Airport Layout  
 

 
Source: Georgia DOT ï Office of Intermodal Programs  
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Freight Rail Service  

Two freight rail systems operate in Whitfield County.  CSX connects Dalton with 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, and Cartersville, Georgia and also operates a piggyback 
service handling more than 2,000 piggyback cars per month.  The Norfolk Southern 
rail service connects Dalton, Varnell, and Cohutta with Cleveland, Tennessee, and 
Rome, Georgia.  There is a rail yard in Dalton that services both CSX and Norfolk 
Southern lines. 
 
These rail lines run north -south through downtown Dalton and actually cross one 
another.  At this junction, one train must wait on another, contributing to delays at 
upstream rai lroad crossings.  There are railroad grade crossings in Dalton on SR 
52/Walnut Avenue and Waugh Street/MLK Blvd.  These connections over the 
railroad provide decent east-west access to travelers in the mid and southern 
business districts of Dalton.  The northern business district of Dalton does not have 
any grade separations and frequent delays occur in this section of the city.   
 
Table 4 provides the most current railroad statistics for the rail lines traversing 
through the City of Dalton. Within Dalton, the NS and CSX railroads run common 
and this tract carries 50 trains per day with speeds ranging from 15 to 50 mph.  
Within Tunnel Hill, CSX operates between 22-26 trains per day with speeds ranging 
from 22 to 45 mph.  Within Varnell, NS operates between 27 ï 36 trains per day with 
speeds ranging from 5 to 50 mph.  Within Cohutta, CSX operates 44 trains per day 
and NS operates between 18 to 27 trains per day with speeds ranging from 1 to 30 
mph and 5 to 50 mph, respectively. 
 
Figure 12 shows the two rail li nes extending through Whitfield County and each at-
grade railroad crossing.   
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Figure 1 2: Whitfield County Railroads and At -Grade Crossings  
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Table 4: Railroad Statistics  
 

Inventory 
No. City 

Road 
Type 

Road 
Number Road Name Railroad 

Trains Per 
Day 

Min 
Speed 

Max 
Speed Level of Warning 

719695D Cohutta CR 209 NO NAME CR209 NS 27 5 50 Gates 

719692H Cohutta CR 19  NS 18 5 50 Gates 

719689A Cohutta CR 201 CR201 NS 27 5 50 Gates 

719690U Cohutta CR 202 CR202 NS 27 5 50 Gates 

719696K Cohutta   PVT. NS     

719688T Cohutta   PVT. NS     

719691B Cohutta    NS 0 0 0  

719672W Cohutta   PVT NS 0 0 0  

340590L Cohutta  0  CSX 44 1 30 Crossbucks 

719669N Cohutta   PVT NS 0 0 0  

719673D Cohutta   PVT NS 0 0 0  

719668G Cohutta   PVT NS     

719693P Cohutta    NS     

719670H Cohutta CR 189 WILSON-CALDWELL  NS 36 5 35 Gates 

719671P Cohutta CR 203 RED CLAY RD NS 36 5 35 Gates 

719089X Dalton CS 603 IND. BLVD. NS 41 5 50 Gates 

719085V Dalton CS 789 EMORY ST NS 36 1 20 Gates 

719084N Dalton CS 759 EAST MORRIS ST NS 36 1 20 Gates 

719078K Dalton CS 737 LONG STREET NS 34 1 30 Gates 

719080L Dalton CS 723 E TYLER ST NS 38 1 30 Gates 

719081T Dalton CS 716 W HAWTHORNE ST NS 38 1 30 Gates 

719073B Dalton CS 845 SPRINGDALE ROAD NS 34 1 30 Gates 

719724L Dalton CR 4 EBER RD NS 33 5 50 Gates 

719720J Dalton CR 16 CARBONDALE RD NS 28 5 50 Gates 

719721R Dalton CR 6 CARBONDALE RD NS 27 5 50 Gates 

719079S Dalton CS 724 MATILDA ST NS 37 1 30 Flashing Lights 

719070F Dalton CR 239 WARING RD NS 20 1 50 Gates 

719072U Dalton CR 539 ROSEN DR NS 34 1 50 Gates 

719711K Dalton CR 395 MCFARLAND RD NS 50 5 50 Gates 

719712S Dalton CR 48 BRICKYARD CR48R48 NS 38 5 50 Gates 
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Inventory 
No. City 

Road 
Type 

Road 
Number Road Name Railroad 

Trains Per 
Day 

Min 
Speed 

Max 
Speed Level of Warning 

719713Y Dalton CR 666 FIVE SPRINGS RD NS 38 5 50 Gates 

719715M Dalton CR 488 PHELPS- CR488 NS 27 5 50 Gates 

719072N Dalton CR 539 ROSEN DRIVE NS 30   Gates 

719716U Dalton SR 3 SR 3 US 41 NS 0 0 0  

719719P Dalton SR 401 I 75 NS 0 0 0  

719082A Dalton CS 715 WAUGH ST NS 0 0 0  

719074H Dalton CS 845 HAMILTON ST NS     

719075P Dalton CS 726 SELVIDGE ST NS     

719076W Dalton CS 725 CHATTANOOGA AVE NS     

719086C Dalton CS 845 MCCAMY ST NS     

915974M Dalton CS 604 S. Hamilton St. NS 2 1 5  

340546Y Dalton CS 899 GORDON STREET CSX 42 15 25 Flashing Lights 

340547F Dalton SR 52 N HAMILTON ST CSX 42 15 25 Gates 

340535L Dalton CR 672  CSX 24 30 50 Gates 

340536T Dalton CR 31 TILTON BRIDGE RD CSX 24 30 60 Gates 

340537A Dalton CR 33 OLD TILTON CSX 24 30 50 Gates 

340538G Dalton CR 666 OLD DIXIE HWY CSX 24 30 50 Gates 

340540H Dalton CR 666 FIVE SPRINGS RD CSX 51 30 50 Gates 

340541P Dalton CR 48 BRICKYARD RD CSX 26 2 35 Gates 

340539N Dalton  0 (PVT) CSX 0 0 0  

351174P Dalton   SR 3\SOUTH BYPASS CSX 0 0 0  

340553J Dalton  0 (PVT) CSX     

340554R Dalton SR 401  CSX 0 0 0  

340548M Dalton CS 845  CSX 0 0 0  

340552C Dalton CR 644 HAIG MILL RD. CSX 42 45 50 Crossbucks 

340542W Dalton CR 395 MCFARLAND RD CSX 50 25 35 Gates 

340543D Dalton CR 563 INDUSTRIAL BLVD CSX 53 25 35 Gates 

340556E Dalton CR 280 WILLOW DALE RD CSX 23 45 50 Gates 

340544K Dalton CS 789 E EMORY ST CSX 42 20 25 Gates 

340545S Dalton CS 759 W MORRIS CSX 42 15 25 Gates 

340549U Dalton CS 716 HAWTHORNE CSX 42 15 25 Gates 

340550N Dalton CS 726 SELVEDGE ST CSX 42 15 25 Gates 
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Inventory 
No. City 

Road 
Type 

Road 
Number Road Name Railroad 

Trains Per 
Day 

Min 
Speed 

Max 
Speed Level of Warning 

340551V Dalton CS 723 E TYLER ST CSX 42 15 25 Gates 

719714F Dalton   FRED MILLER PVT NS 0 0 0  

719725T Dalton   PVT NS 0 0 0  

904117G Dalton   NORTH DALTON BYP NS 0 0 0  

904135E Dalton   WALNUT AVE NS 0 0 0  

719071M Dalton   PVT NS     

719083G Dalton SR 52 GORDON ST NS 0 0 0  

719087J Dalton CR 416 NEEDHAM DR NS 8 1 10 No Signs 

719717B Dalton CR 17 CR 17 NS 2 1 10 No Signs 

719077D Dalton CS 725 JUDSON ST. NS 1 1 5 No Signs 

719088R Dalton SR 3 SR3 US41 NS 2   Crossbucks 

719718H Dalton CR 17 East Field Rd. NS 33 5 55 Crossbucks 

719722X Dalton CR 2 Postelle Rd NS 33 5 50 Crossbucks 

719723E Dalton CR 3 Henry Owens Road NS 33 5 50 Crossbucks 

340561B 
Tunnel 

Hill CR 282  CSX 26 45 50 Gates 

340559A 
Tunnel 

Hill CR 290 Beaver Rd. CSX 25 45 50 Crossbucks 

340564W 
Tunnel 

Hill CR 304  CSX     

340557L 
Tunnel 

Hill  0 (PVT) CSX     

340566K 
Tunnel 

Hill  0 (PVT) CSX 0 0 0  

340558T 
Tunnel 

Hill  0 (PVT) CSX 0 0 0  

340567S 
Tunnel 

Hill  0 (PVT) CSX 0 0 0  

340563P 
Tunnel 

Hill SR 3 HWY 41 CSX 0 0 0  

340532R 
Tunnel 

Hill CR 27 Nance Spring CSX 24 30 50 Crossbucks 

340560U 
Tunnel 

Hill CR 290  CSX 23 45 50 Crossbucks 
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Inventory 
No. City 

Road 
Type 

Road 
Number Road Name Railroad 

Trains Per 
Day 

Min 
Speed 

Max 
Speed Level of Warning 

340562H 
Tunnel 

Hill CS 200 OAK ST CSX 22 35 40 Flashing Lights 

719699F Varnell CS 258 NO NAME S 2209 NS 27 5 50 Gates 

719701E Varnell   PVT NS 0 0 0  

719703T Varnell   PVT. NS 0 0 0  

719705G Varnell   PVT NS 0 0 0  

719706N Varnell   PVT NS 0 0 0  

904134X Varnell    NS 0 0 0  

719697S Varnell   PVT. NS     

719700X Varnell SR 2 SR2 NS 0 0 0  

719709J Varnell CR 239 WARING RD NS 33 5 50 Gates 

719710D Varnell CR 239 closed NS 30   No Signs 

719708C Varnell CR 239 WARING RD NS 20 5 50 Gates 

719698Y Varnell CR 658 WHEELER ST NS 36   Crossbucks 

719707V Varnell CR 234 CR 234 NS 28   Crossbucks 

719704A Varnell CR 234 Maple Grove Rd. NS 27 5 50 Gates 

719702L Varnell CR 235 RAUCHENBERG RD NS 36 5 50 Gates 
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Bicycle Routes 

The ñMarch to the Seaò and the ñMountain Crossingò routes are the two state bicycle 
routes in Whitfield County .  The Mountain Crossing Route runs east/west across the 
mountains and north Georgia between Walker County, south of Chattanooga, and 
Rabun County, in the northeast corner of the state.  Within Whitfield County the 
Mountain Crossing Route traverses 21.4 miles.  The route crosses Dalton College, I-
75, Dalton, and the Conasauga River.  The Mountain Crossing Route traverses on the 
following roadways throughout Whitfield County:  
 
 

 Lower Mill Creek Road  

 Mill Creek Road 

 Bradberry Hill Road  

 Sam Lowe Road 

 Old Lafayette Road 

 US 41 

 Tibbs Road 

 College Drive/Holiday Avenue  

 Walnut Avenue 

 Thornton Avenue 

 Morris Street/Murray Avenue  

 Airport Road  

 Tibbs Bridge Road 

 Keith Mill Road
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The March to the Sea Route runs northwest/southeast between the Tennessee 
state line near Chattanooga and downtown Savannah.  Within Whitfield County 
the March to the Sea Route traverses 11.7 miles.  The route crosses Tunnel Hill 
and Mount Vernon.  The March to the Sea Route traverses on the following 
roadways throughout Whitfield County:  

 

 US 41/US 71/GA 3 

 GA 201 

 Mount Vernon Road 

 Utility Road  

 White Road 

 Mill Cre ek Road 
 

The 700-acre Chattahoochee National Forest contains a number of hiking/biking 
trails as well.  Figure 13, on the next page, provides the alignment of the two state 
bicycle routes that traverse through the county. 
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Figure 1 3: State Bicycle Route s 
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There are three major trail systems that traverse through Whitfield County: 
Pinhoti Trail, Blue & Gray Trail, and the Chieftain Trail.  
 
The Georgia Pinhoti Trail is the connecting link between the Appalachian Trail  
and the Appalachian National Scenic Trail via the Benton MacKaye Trail; thus 
making it possible to hike the entire southern Appalachian Range.  The Georgia 
Pinhoti Trail  currently consists of some 50 miles of finished trail, 50 miles of 
roadwalk, and 30 miles of incomplete treadway, for a total of approximately 130 
miles.  The Georgia Pinhoti Trail  traverses the Armuchee Ridges near Rome and 
then on to Rocky Face at Dalton, then across the Great Valley to the Cohuttas.  
From there it will soon connect to the Benton MacKaye Trail below Dyer Gap.2 

 
The Chieftainôs Trail was designated a State Historic Trail by the 1988 Georgia 
General Assembly for the purpose of preservation, promotion and 
commemoration of Georgia's Native American heritage.  Dalton is one of four 
gateway cities along this 150 mile trail , which includes many historic 
communiti es and nine public attractions. 3 

 
The Blue & Gray Trail pays tribute to some of the Civil War's most dramatic 
events in North Georgia, which includes Whitfield County . The Blue & Gray Trail 
traverses though more than 60 battlefields, national parks and museums that 
serve as a reminder to this momentous chapter in history.4 

Sidewalk Network 

Whitfield County has a relatively good sidewalk network within downtown 
Dalton and along SR 71/Cleveland Highway.  Figure 14 shows the sidewalk 
system within the city limits of Dalton.   A good portion of the existing sidewalk 
system covers most of the major activity centers along SR 52/Walnut 
Avenue/Chatsworth Highway, Thornton Avenue, and Glenwood Avenue.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                   
2
 http://www.svrart.com/ect/trailinfo.php 

3
 http://www.georgiahighcountry.org/trails.html 

4
 http://www.georgiahighcountry.org/blueandgray.html 
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Figure 14 : Sidewalk System  
 

 

Motor Freight Carriers  

In 2000, Whitfield County had 46 motor freight carriers. Because of the large 
volume of carpet related trucking that occurs within the county, rates are 
quite competitive.  Competing alternatives such as rail service also contribute 
to its favorable freight rates. 

Private Transit Systems 

Greyhound provides inter -city bus service to Whitfield County. There are also 
eleven taxicab services operating within the County, several of which are 
Hispanic owned and operated.  


