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Congressional District Balancingg g

• History of Congressional District Balancing
Current Law• Current Law

• Hurdles to Successful Balancing
• Status of Balancing by Congressional District• Status of Balancing by Congressional District
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What is 
Congressional District Balancing?Congressional District Balancing?

Encumbrances/expenditures are balanced with 
projections projections …

Actual expenditures are reviewed annually  and Actual expenditures are reviewed annually, and 
programmed projects within the remaining 
years of the 5-year balancing period are adjusted y 5 y g p j
to meet congressional district balancing 
requirements
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Congressional District Balancing History

BILL DATE REQUIREMENT
CONGRESS-

IONAL 
DISTRICTS

EXEMPTIONS

SB 57SB 57 7/1/99
100% balancing 
i

11
GRTA, CMAQ, 
MARTA  PortsSB 57SB 57 7/1/99

in 3 years
11 MARTA, Ports

HB HB 
15531553

7/1/00
85% balancing 
in 5 years

11
GRTA, CMAQ, 
MARTA, Ports, 
G15531553 in 5 years
GRIP

HB HB 
15531553

1/1/03
85% balancing 
in 5 years

13
GRTA, CMAQ, 
MARTA, Ports, 
GRIP

y
GRIP

SB 4SB 4 7/1/05
80% balancing 
in 5 years 13 Federal earmarks

SB 4SB 4 1/1/07
80% balancing 
in 5 years

13 re-
aligned

Federal earmarks
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Congressional District Balancing –
Georgia Code 32 5 30Georgia Code 32-5-30
• Requires a 5-year balancing period 
▫ Current period began January 1  2007▫ Current period began January 1, 2007

• All State Public Transportation Funds plus 
federal funds used for public road and other federal funds used for public road and other 
public transportation purposes

• For Public-Private Initiatives
▫ Bond, GARVEE, Federal or state funds used for a 

PPI would be included in balancing
▫ Private funding would not be included



Congressional District Balancing History
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Congressional District Balancing History
Balancing Period FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03 FY 04 FY 05 FY 06 FY 07 FY 08 FY 09 FY 10 FY 11 FY 12

SB 57 with 11 
Congressional 
Districts

HB 1553 with 11 
CongressionalCongressional 
Districts

HB 1553 with 13 
Congressional 
Di t i tDistricts

SB 4 with 13 
Congressional 
Districts

SB 4 with realigned 
13 Congressional 
Districts

Legend
Solid areas - actual time passed under Balancing Period

Patterned areas - remaining incomplete time of the Balancing Period
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Hurdles to Successful Balancing
by Congressional Districtsby Congressional Districts
• No complete 5 year reporting period since the 

inception of balancinginception of balancing
• Changes in balancing law
▫ Balancing requirements changeBalancing requirements change
▫ Exemptions to balancing change

• Changes in Congressional district boundariesg g
• Georgia’s 15 MPOs program federal and state 

funds in their own TIPs -- congressional 
balancing is not an MPO responsibility
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SB 57 funding by 11 Congressional Districts
100% balancing over 3 years, exempted GRTA, CMAQ, Ports

From 7/1/1999 TO 6/30/2000
CD 9

$181

$129

$120

Minimum amount required per 
Congressional District to meet 
the 100% equal distribution 

level is $112M

CD 11CD 6
CD 7

CD 5
CD 4 $119

$

$112
$84

CD 3
CD 10

$100
$79

CD 8

CD 1

$133CD 8
CD 2

$81 $97
$133

$ in Millions



SB 57 funding by 11 Congressional Districts
100% balancing over 3 years, exempted GRTA, CMAQ, Ports

9

$81

$133

2

1

100%

$84

$79

4

3

From 7/1/1999 TO 6/30/2000

Minimum amount required per

$120

$112

6

5

Minimum amount required per 
Congressional District to meet 
the 100% equal distribution 

level is $112M

$97

$129

8

7

$100

$181

10

9

$119

$0 $20 $40 $60 $80 $100 $120 $140 $160 $180 $200

11

$112
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HB 1553 funding by 11 Congressional Districts 
85% balancing over 5 years, exempted GRIP, GRTA, CMAQ, Ports

CD 9

$236

$218
From 7/1/2000 TO 12/31/2002

Minimum amount required per 
Congressional District to meet

$189

CD 11CD 6CD 7

CD 5
CD 4

$205
$128

$125

Congressional District to meet 
the 85% equal distribution level 

is $186M

CD 3
CD 10

$195
$200

CD 1

CD 8

CD 1

CD 2

$301 $251

$364



HB 1553 funding by 11 Congressional Districts 
85% balancing over 5 years, exempted GRIP, GRTA, CMAQ, Ports

11

%

$301

$364

2

1

85%

$125

$200

4

3

$189

$218

6

5

From 7/1/2000 TO 12/31/2002

Minimum amount required per 

$251

$128

8

7
Congressional District to meet 
the 85% equal distribution level 

is $186M

$195

$236

10

9

$205

$0 $50 $100 $150 $200 $250 $300 $350 $400

11

$186
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HB 1553 funding by 13 Congressional Districts 
85% balancing over 5 years, exempted GRIP, GRTA, CMAQ, Ports

$386$217 $382

$561
From 1/1/2003 TO 6/30/2005

$415
$382

$351

Minimum amount required per 
Congressional District to meet 
the 85% equal distribution level 

is $331M

$340 $303

$418

$369 $340 $303$369

$552
$388

$ in Millions
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HB 1553 funding by 13 Congressional Districts 
85% balancing over 5 years, exempted GRIP, GRTA, CMAQ, Ports

$388

$552

2

1

85%

$561

$382

$340

4

3

$415

$382

$561

7

6

5

$217

$386

$418

9

8

From 1/1/2003 TO 6/30/2005

Minimum amount required per

$303

$369

$217

12

11

10
Minimum amount required per 
Congressional District to meet 
the 85% equal distribution level 

is $331M

$351

$0 $100 $200 $300 $400 $500 $600

13

$331
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SB 4 funding by 13 Congressional Districts 
80% balancing over 5 years, exempted federal earmarks

$388
$202 $297

From 7/1/2005 TO 12/31/2006

Mi i t i d

$275
$355

$339
$259

Minimum amount required per 
Congressional District to meet 
the 80% equal distribution level 

is $284M

$325$356
$590

$271

$325

$413

$538

$413

$ in Millions



SB 4 funding by 13 Congressional Districts 
80% balancing over 5 years, exempted federal earmarks

15

$413

$538

2

1

80%

$259

$356

4

3
From 7/1/2005 TO 12/31/2006

Minimum amount required per 
Congressional District to meet

$339

$202

$297

7

6

5
Congressional District to meet 
the 80% equal distribution level 

is $284M

$275

$590

9

8

7

$325

$355

$388

12

11

10

$271

$0 $100 $200 $300 $400 $500 $600 $700

13

12

$284
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SB 4 funding by realigned 13 Congressional Districts 
80% balancing over 5 years, exempts federal earmarks

$888

$1,703 $930

$1,142

$1,108

From 1/1/2007 TO 12/31/2011

Minimum amount required per 
Congressional District to meet

80% balancing over 5 years, exempts federal earmarks

$1,075

$ , $930

$1,017

Congressional District to meet 
the 80% equal distribution level 

is $853M

$902

$851

$845

$892

$1,385

$1,123

$ in Millions
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SB 4 funding by realigned 13 Congressional Districts 
80% balancing over 5 years  exempts federal earmarks

$892

$1,123

2

1

80% balancing over 5 years, exempts federal earmarks
80%

$1 142

$1,017

$902

4

3
From 1/1/2007 TO 12/31/2011

Minimum amount required per 
Congressional District to meet 
the 80% equal distribution level 

is $853M

$1,108

$930

$1,142

7

6

5
is $853M

$888

$1,385

9

8

7

$845

$1,703

$1,075

12

11

10

$851

$0 $200 $400 $600 $800 $1,000 $1,200 $1,400 $1,600 $1,800

13

12

$853
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SB 4 funding by realigned 13 Congressional Districts 
80% balancing over 5 years  exempts federal earmarks

$892

$1,123

2

1 $1,167

$914

80% balancing over 5 years, exempts federal earmarks
80%

$1,017

$902

$892

4

3

2 $914

$916

$1,055

From 1/1/2007 TO 12/31/2011

Minimum amount required per 
Congressional District to meet 
the 80% equal distribution level 

is $853M

$1 108

$930

$1,142

7

6

5 $1,175

$992

$1 136

Included in 
Balancing 

Total

is $853M

$888

$1,385

$1,108

9

8

7 $1,136

$1,466

$913

Exempted 
from 

Balancing 
Earmarks

$

$1,703

$1,075

12

11

10 $1,105

$1,767

$851

$845

$0 $200 $400 $600 $800 $1,000 $1,200 $1,400 $1,600 $1,800 $2,000

13

12 $890

$893

$853
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Where do we go from here?

• Do the right projects – based on real need and 
feasibility

• Board has authority to waive the balancing 
requirement, and may be asked to do so if the 
results of project prioritization can support the results of project prioritization can support the 
decision

• State Transportation Board Legislative • State Transportation Board Legislative 
Committee is to a open dialogue with legislative 
transportation leaders to address the challenges  p g
of congressional balancing



21

Earl Mahfuz, Treasurer
emahfuz@dot ga govemahfuz@dot.ga.gov
404-656-5224

Gerald Ross, Chief Engineer
gross@dot.ga.gov
404-656-5277


